
 
  

 P
e
a
s p

o
rrid

g
e
 h

o
t .. 

 In
 
o
ld

 
d
ays, 

S
co

ts 
 
co

o
ked

 
in

 
th

e 
kitch

en
 w

ith
 a b

ig
 kettle th

at alw
ays 

h
u
n
g
 o

ver th
e fire. E

very d
a
y th

ey lit 
th

e fire an
d
 ad

d
ed

 th
in

g
s to

 th
e p

o
t. 

T
h
ey ate m

o
stly veg

etab
les an

d
 d

id
 

n
o
t g

et m
u
ch

 m
eat. T

h
ey w

o
u
ld

 eat 
th

e stew
 fo

r d
in

n
er, leavin

g
 lefto

vers 
in

 th
e p

o
t to

 g
et co

ld
 o

vern
ig

h
t an

d
 

th
en

 
start 

o
ver 

th
e 

n
ext 

d
ay. 

S
o
m

etim
es 

th
e 

stew
 
h
ad

 
fo

o
d
 
in

 
it 

th
at h

ad
 b

een
 th

ere fo
r q

u
ite a w

h
ile 

-h
en

ce 
th

e 
rh

ym
e, 

"Peas 
p
o
rrid

g
e 

h
o
t, 

p
eas 

p
o
rrid

g
e 

co
ld

, 
p
eas 

p
o
rrid

g
e in

 th
e p

o
t n

in
e d

ays o
ld

."  

 
 

   
 

 
 

  T
h
ere 

w
as 

an
 

o
ld

 
w

o
m

a
n

 
o

f 
N

o
rw

ich
, 

 W
h
o
 lived

 u
p
o
n
 n

o
th

in
g
 b

u
t p

o
rrid

g
e; 

 P
arad

in
g
 th

e to
w

n
, 

 S
h
e tu

rn
ed

 clo
ak in

to
 g

o
w

n
, 

 T
h
e th

rifty o
ld

 w
o
m

an
 o

f N
o
rw

ich
. 

 A
n
o
n
ym

o
u
s 

 
 

   
 



 
 

T
h

e
re

 w
a
s a

n
 o

ld
 w

o
m

a
n

, 
W

h
o
 lived

 in
 a sh

o
e; 

S
h
e h

ad
 so

 m
an

y ch
ild

ren
, 

S
h
e d

id
n
't kn

o
w

 w
h
at to

 d
o
. 

S
h
e cru

m
m

'd
 'em

 so
m

e PO
R
R
ID

G
E
 

W
ith

o
u
t an

y b
read

; 
A
n
d
 sh

e b
o
rro

w
ed

 a b
eetle, an

d
 sh

e 
kn

o
cked

 'em
 all o

n
 th

e h
ead

. 
T
h
en

 o
u
t w

en
t th

e o
ld

 w
o
m

an
 to

 
b
esp

eak 'em
 a co

ffin
 

A
n
d
 w

h
en

 sh
e cam

e b
ack sh

e fo
u
n
d
 

'em
 all a-lo

ffin
g
. 

 M
o
th

er G
o
ose (1

7
th

-1
8
th

 cen
tu

ry) 
  

 
 

   
 

 
 

  “H
e
 re

ce
iv

e
s co

m
fo

rt lik
e
 co

ld
 

p
o

rrid
g

e
." 

 A
ttrib

u
tion

:  W
illiam

 S
h
akesp

ear  (1
5
6
4
-

1
6
1
6
) in

 T
h
e T

em
p
est, act 2

, sc. 1
, I. 1

0
-1

1
 

(1
6
2
3
) 

 
 

   
 



 
  

 P
o

rrid
g

e
 A

n
a
g
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m

: 
 R
earran

g
in

g
 th

e letters o
f 'Po

rrid
g
e' 

g
ives: D

ire p
ro

g
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

  "S
a
v
e
 y

o
u

r b
re

a
th

 to
 co

o
l y

o
u

r 
p

o
rrid

g
e
" 

  A
ttrib

u
tion

: T
h
e B

an
q
u
et of th

e S
even

 W
ise 

m
en

. 1
4
 Plu

tarch
  (D

 4
6
? –

 A
D

 c. 1
2
0
) 

 
 

   
 



 
  

 P
o

rrid
g

e
 E

d
u

ca
tio

n
.  

 "S
o
m

etim
es 

w
h
en

 
a 

kn
o
w

led
g
eab

le 
ch

ap
 

is 
to

ld
 

th
at 

h
e 

m
u
st 

h
ave 

a
 

co
lleg

e ed
u
catio

n
, h

e says 'n
o
; I h

ad
 

a 
p
o
rrid

g
e 

ed
u
catio

n
' 

m
ean

in
g
 

th
at 

h
e 

w
as 

b
ro

u
g
h
t 

u
p
 
in

 
th

e 
S
co

ttish
 

m
an

n
er, th

at it w
as  little m

o
re th

an
 

p
o
rrid

g
e 

an
d
 

"ed
u
cated

" 
b
y 

so
m

e 
h
eavy-h

an
d
ed

 villag
e d

o
m

in
in

ie"  
 Partrid

g
e’s C

o
n
cise 

D
ictio

n
ary 

o
f S

lan
g
 
an

d
 

U
n
co

n
ven

tio
n
al E

n
g
lish 

 
 

   
 

 
 lo

b
·lo

l·ly
   

  n
. p

l. lo
b
·lo

l·lies 
C
h
iefly S

o
u
th

ern
 U

.S
. A

 m
u
d
h
o
le; a 

m
ire. 

Lo
b
lo

lly is a co
m

b
in

atio
n
 o

f lo
b
, 

p
ro

b
ab

ly an
 o

n
o
m

ato
p
o
eia fo

r th
e 

th
ick h

eavy b
u
b
b
lin

g
 o

f co
o
kin

g
 

p
o
rrid

g
e, an

d
 lo

lly, an
 o

ld
 B

ritish
 

d
ialect w

o
rd

 fo
r "b

ro
th

, so
u
p
, o

r an
y 

o
th

er fo
o
d
 b

o
iled

 in
 a p

o
t." T

h
u
s, 

lo
b
lo

lly o
rig

in
ally d

en
o
ted

 th
ick 

p
o
rrid

g
e o

r g
ru

el, esp
ecially th

at 
eaten

 b
y sailo

rs o
n
b
o
ard

 sh
ip

. In
 th

e 
so

u
th

ern
 U

n
ited

 S
tates, th

e w
o
rd

 is 
u
sed

 to
 m

ean
 "a m

u
d
h
o
le; a m

ire," a 
sen

se d
erived

 fro
m

 an
 allu

sio
n
 to

 th
e 

co
n
sisten

cy o
f p

o
rrid

g
e.  

 
 

   
 



 
  

b
ro

se
 

 \B
ro

se\, 
n
. 

[C
F. 

G
ael. 

b
ro

th
as. 

C
f. 

B
rew

is, B
ro

th
.]  

 Po
ttag

e 
m

ad
e 

b
y 

p
o
u
rin

g
 

so
m

e 
b
o
ilin

g
 liq

u
id

 o
n
 m

eal (esp
. o

atm
eal), 

an
d
 stirrin

g
 it. It is called

 b
eef b

ro
se, 

w
ater 

b
ro

se, 
etc., 

acco
rd

in
g
 
to

 
th

e 
n
am

e 
o
f 

th
e 

liq
u
id

 
(b

eef 
b
ro

th
, 

h
o
t 

w
ater, etc.) u

sed
. [S

co
t.] 
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u

r·g
o

o
   

 Pro
n
u
n
ciatio

n
 K

ey  (b
û
rg

, b
r-g

) 
n
. p

l. b
u
r·g

o
o
s 

 A
n
y o

f several th
ick stew

s, o
rig

in
ally 

an
 o

atm
eal p

o
rrid

g
e. 

 A
 sp

icy stew
 m

ad
e o

f p
o
u
ltry, g

am
e, 

o
th

er m
eats, an

d
 veg

etab
les, u

su
ally 

co
o
ked

 o
u
td

o
o
rs. A

 p
icn

ic featu
rin

g
 

su
ch

 a stew
.  

 
 

   
 




